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Resources for Quick Insights on the Environment
Web Sites/Blogs:

www.workforce3one.org/communities/green_jobs 

http://greeninc.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.storyofstuff.com/ 
ETA’s Useful Green Jobs Web site matrix (here)

Green Building/Housing:

HUD has collected a number of useful web sites and resources on one page:

http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/about/conplan/greenhomes.cfm 
White Papers/Articles
· Time Magazine, Jan. 12, 2009 – Special Section on Energy Efficiency
· Green Jobs: Towards decent work in a sustainable, low-carbon world (Executive Summary), United Nations Environment Programme, 2008
· Greener Pathways: Jobs and Workforce Development in the Clean Energy Economy, Center on Wisconsin Strategy, 2008
· Preparing the Workforce for a “Green Jobs” Economy, John J. Heldrich Center for Workforce Development, February, 2009

Books (A very small list of the many possible resources)
Plan B, 3.0: Mobilizing to Save Civilization, Lester Brown, 2008
Complete descriptions of global environmental conditions, and predictions of climate outcomes in near and long-term scenarios. Dense but well-written.
The Green Collar Economy: How One Solution Can Fix Our Two Biggest Problems, Van Jones, 2008

Most relevant for workforce professionals. Jones recently resigned from his appointment as the White House green jobs advisor. 
Getting Green Done: Hard Truths from the Front Lines of the Sustainability Revolution, Auden Schendler, 2009
If it was easy, we’d all be doing it. How practical and human barriers prevent more adoption of environmental best practice.
Affluenza: The All-Consuming Epidemic, John DeGraaf, 2001
An easy to read history of economic development in the United States. Helps explain why we now live, work, buy, relate and assume what we do about our needs and lifestyles, which inevitably impacts the environment. 
Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion, Robert Cialdini, 2006
Not about jobs or the environment at all, but the most readable work to date on why humans behave as we do – including how to influence behaviors, such as driving hybrids, saving energy, hiring ex-offenders – read it with purpose.
Environmental & Energy Issues

Energy & Electricity – A Backgrounder for OWI
Transmission / Smart Grid 

http://www.comed.com/Documents/Home/SmartGridFactSheet.pdf
Historic Use of Energy, US and globally:

Energy use statistics, per capita and primary, provided by the Energy Information Administration.  Various records & charts: http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/international/energyconsumption.html
Timeline – Historic Energy and Environmental Developments

Water, Air, Soil/Food, Solid Waste
A number of events drove the majority of Americans to demand protections for the environment in the early 1970s.  You can read about these in many places, including blogs, library books, numerous magazines, documentary films, radio programs/podcasts, and more. The Environmental Protection Agency was created as part of this societal concern, as well as numerous federal laws. 
For a good list, See below, and also: http://www.purdue.edu/envirosoft/grants/src/laws.htm
	The Clean Air Act (CAA) 
	The Clear Water Act (CWA) 
	The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA or Superfund) 

	The Emergency Planning & Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) 
	The Endangered Species Act 
	The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

	The (Federal) Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
	The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
	The Occupational Safety and Health Act 

	The Oil Pollution Act of 1990 
	The Pollution Prevention Act 
	The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

	The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 
	The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) 
	The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) 


Green Jobs and Workforce Systems
Green Framework for DYS (here)
Where are the Jobs?
Various industry and trade groups, advocacy organizations and federal agencies have issued projections of green jobs.  Green jobs overlap many existing jobs and industries. There is no vacuum of green positions waiting to be filled. Green jobs will grow as the economy transitions toward sustainable economic activities. 

O*NET has characterized green jobs in three categories, with 223 new SOC codes to date. Many of these new jobs do not require college degrees, but will require some training or re-training, on-the-job experience, and basic work readiness skills. 

Green Jobs Act (See Title X of the hyperlinked document.)
Job projections and estimates (an early estimate)
O*NET – green jobs SOC latest report
Going Green in Your Own Life – Personal Actions

I. Your Home

See also: Green Housing under HUD above.
· Live as close as you can to your work, school, place of worship, and other life destinations (relatives, the grocery store, the gym, etc.)  Share rides with others – try not to commute alone, and plan efficient routes for your errands and pleasure. 

· Live compactly – families of five commonly shared a 1,200 square foot sized home in the post-WWII era, and owned one car. Today’s average US family (2-3 members) owns 3 cars and lives in a 2,250 square foot home. 

· Choose Energy Star labeled appliances, windows, lighting and electronics whenever you need to purchase new household items. 

· Weatherize your home – DC offers free energy audits through Pepco. See www.dsire.org for a list of state and federal incentives for home energy improvements. 
· Many other ideas are available to live more efficiently, cheaply and peacefully with the planet. Explore the web and your public library, and local utility, for ideas.

Resources:  See US DOE/EERE, Energy Star, US Green Building Council, Affordable Comfort Institute, or explore specific topics through web searches. 
II. Your Car/Transportation
· Driving a fuel efficient vehicle is a first step. (Aim for 30 mpg or better)

· Driving less is a good idea, no matter what kind of vehicle you own.
· Public transit, walking, and bicycling are good for the environment and give you exercise. Telecommuting relieves travel stress and environmental degradation. 
EcoDriving USA, a campaign initiated by the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, indicates that cutting back on aggressive "stop and start" driving can reduce the risk of accidents, improve fuel economy by up to 33 percent, and save consumers up to a dollar per gallon at the pump. The U.S. Department of Energy also notes that reducing maximum speed can reduce fuel use by up to 23 percent, estimating that driving even just five miles per hour (mph) above 60 mph can cost drivers from 20 to 60 cents per gallon on gas. In general, fuel economy decreases rapidly at speeds above 60 mph. Several new technological aids, such as the "greenMeter" application for iPhone and iPod Touch users, enable drivers to compute a vehicle's power and fuel usage in order to drive more efficiently and reduce fuel consumption. 

Information tools, including Eco-Driving USA's online quiz or the Alliance to Save Energy's “Drive Smarter Challenge” calculator, help drivers determine how current driving habits are affecting a vehicle's fuel economy as well as the potential cost-savings of improved vehicle maintenance. 

Resources: Eco-Driving USA, U.S. Department of Energy, Eco-Driving USA, The Drive Smarter Challenge, "GreenMeter" Vehicle Application
III. Your Food

To reduce carbon, feel better and boost your health, cut costs and get closer to your fair share of using the planet’s resources, you only need to do one thing:  

· Eat less meat.

· Better yet, eat no meat.

That’s it. Everything else is trivial, in terms of environmental impact.

Already vegetarian? Want to do more?

· Buy locally produced foods. They travel less, saving transportation costs.
· Join any nearby CSA (community supported agriculture) group.
· Grow a garden, or even a few salad greens in window boxes.

· Cook more meals at home. Use a crock pot (they really do save energy). Prepare multiple dishes simultaneously when using the oven and stove to reduce energy costs. You can save time, money and eat better by developing a weekly menu plan, and grocery shopping from that plan only.
Resources: European Union Study of Food and Drink, Livestock Production and Climate Change, One Month of Slow Cooker Recipes, Directory of CSAs in the MidAtlantic
IV. Your Personal Style and the Environment
We are all different, with our own needs and aspirations. Data support the following general recommendations for reducing climate change, resource use, and pollution. Some actions may make you happier and healthier – and there are many ways to live well.
Cultivate gratitude. Appreciate things for their own sakes – fresh fruit, clean air, a walk in the woods, playing with a young person. You will help the planet and be happier. 
Give time, not stuff.  Creative, personal gifts such as homemade meals, donating your services, giving ‘certificates’ for an hour of tutoring, babysitting, or yard work may mean more to your friends and loved ones than another chia pet. Many of us have enough of the basics; help the environment by giving of yourself, to connect and be appreciated. Donate the extra cash you may save to those who truly need it. See www.NewDream.org for more ideas. And speaking of connection…
Connect with friends as much as possible. Volunteer in your community. Support the “commons.” Shared resources – from tools, to parks, to babysitting coops, to vehicles – improve environmental outcomes. We each use less when we share. Plus, socially active individuals live longer and report greater happiness than isolated individuals. There is some evidence that increased social connection reduces cancer. This is weird, true science. 
Limit the number of children your family creates. Even if each of us uses as little as possible, each human needs food, shelter, clean water, clothing, and any number of resources. If you have capacity to love and support many children, consider adoption and fostering. The world needs you.

Lift through action. In all ways – physically, politically, socially, and spiritually. Or, as my mother put it, “Get up, speak up, work it up, and give it up.”  The planet needs all its leaders. 
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